CHANGES TO HEPATITIS C VIRUS
DIAGNOSIS TESTING

P{ TRICORE

TriCore is pleased to announce a new hepatitis C virus diagnosis testing panel to screen and confirm HCV in at-risk individuals
(HCVDX) beginning December 15%. HCVDX is a reflex test that includes HCV antibody screening and HCV quantitative viral load
testing under one test code.

EXPLANATION OF THE HCVDX TEST

To ensure complete and timely diagnosis of HCV, a positive HCV antibody (screen) should be followed by an HCV quantitative RNA
viral load (confirmatory). HCVDX includes HCV antibody and HCV RNA testing. When antibody testing is reactive or equivocal, a
reflex HCV quantitative RNA viral load test is performed. Reflex testing has many benefits as it eliminates a critical barrier for linkage
to care and reaching a cure for HCV. In the continuum of care, a patient with a reactive HCV antibody screen and detectable viral
load should be connected to an HCV specialist for additional HCV testing and treatment.

The HCVDX test requires the collection of two serum separator tubes (gold top). Please see TriCore’s test directory for more
information (www.tricore.org).
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